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2nd July 2020 
 
Dear Members of our Church Family, 
 
Starting on a positive note, Medics are expressing welcome confidence in their ability to treat patients who 
had contracted COVID 19, more successfully during the latter month of June and hopefully in the period to 
come.  Medics seem to have recovered from the possible state of helplessness that they faced whilst they 
were confronted by so many patients as the virus continues to spread across the globe. 6 months of 
experience has brought some well-appreciated confidence but as the total number of infections continues 
to increase, the dreaded scenarios of a second wave are clearly undesirable and to be avoided as best as 
possible. 
 
Another good news is that from the 4th of July places of worship are given the all-clear to be opened. 
Please pray for all church stewards as they confront the letter of this relaxation of regulations, because in 
order to open church premises stringent measures need to be met. For example; set-up a one-way flow of 
movement within and around the church, taping off parts of the church and access to pews so that a safe 
distance of 2 metres may be observed and regularly cleaning parts of the building especially surfaces that 
may be frequently touched by other people. In light of these new regulations from the Methodist Church 
authorities as well as the Government, some churches are required to have a COVID-19 Team in place to 
supervise the opening of our church buildings. 
 
Despite COVID-19, Zoom technology enabled me to observe the following areas of interest from the annual 
Methodist Conference for 2020 which is to close today Thursday 2 July. 
 
The commitment of the Methodist Church towards ethical investment that addressed climate change was 
debated. This challenged us not to invest in organisations that do not pursue active business strategies to 
reduce the damages caused to our environment by the extraction, trade and use of fossil fuels e.g. coal. 
Our practice is to dis-invest from companies that do not meet the ethical criteria of the Methodist Church 
and this was the case regarding companies, like BP and Total, whilst we support similar organisation e.g. 
Shell, in the intentions that we may influence them to change their strategies towards using more clean 
renewable energy such as wind, waves and solar power. As custodians of this beautiful world that God has 
created and called good, we pray that we preserve the wellbeing of our planet, its life forms and diverse 
species for posterity. 
 
A well-presented debate was held on matters of interest around the subject of Equality Diversity and 
Inclusion which are requirements of the Gospel we uphold. Strategies for an end to all forms of 
discriminations were welcomed, paying tribute to people who make efforts to reduce inequality and 
promote a just world. My prayer is that we may challenge ourselves to act positively towards all people in 
love and to oppose any violation of humanity such that we do unto others what we wish others to do unto 
us. May we all respect the virtue that God is Love and the heart that loves may be described as the heart 
that knows God. If we apply the adage that love conquers all, the law of love may arguably supersede all 
other laws practised through the hearts of humanity. 



 
The “Best of all is, God is with us” (STF 610) is noted to be amongst the last words of one of the founding 
fathers of Methodism, Rev John Wesley. Whilst studying “Matthew 10:40-42” I found that when we receive 
the messengers of God, we also receive Jesus and God who sends Jesus, so we have three visitors in one. 
John Wesley believed that ‘All can be saved’. I pray that All may receive the message of God’s light, life and 
love that is prophesied to bring us righteousness and salvation, because “God is with us”.  Towards next 
Wednesday, which is after the fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, please meditate on “Matthew 11: 16-
19” and decide whether we wish to accept the message of Jesus or whether we prefer to judge the 
messenger. Finally, I invite us to practice the principle of Love, followed by Smiles, and let us see if Joy and 
Peace may be added unto us? 
 
Sincere regards 
 
Sydney Samuel. 

 

 


