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Wednesday 27th May 2020 
 
Dear Members of our Church Family, 
 
The list of good things that we have developed or that have been rediscovered as a result of COVID 19 may 
interest us. NHS staff and many key workers are increasingly successful at managing and working through 
the fallout from the virus. Social Care and community services have been extended to include neighbours 
doing shopping for those less able than themselves.  Our Christian community, of the Walton-on-Thames 
Methodist Church, even organised the delivery of cakes that were consumed by members of the church 
family in their homes; as part of the online Zoom Fellowship. 
  
Incidentally, people were rumoured as saying that the Zoom internet service disruption that was 
experienced on Sunday 17 May, was because ‘the Church broke into Zoom’.  We shall not be discouraged 
by such statements, on the contrary, we give thanks to God for Zoom. The church is moreover upbeat in 
the view that even if our buildings are shut down for worship the Church is still ‘alive’. This supports the 
consciousness that the Church is the people that constitute the body of Jesus Christ, as opposed to the 
building. Instances of positive practices may demonstrate the faith, hope and love that Christians share. 
Coping, bring pride because of our resilience. Albeit, any such pride is closely matched by our humility and 
gratefulness for the grace of God now and always. 
  
Revd Steven Cooper preaching from Wesley’s Chapel during the 9.45 am Service on Sunday 24/05/2020 
referred to ’John 17:1-11’ as ‘The Prayer of Jesus’.  During this prayer, Jesus looks up to heaven and prays 
to his father. After Jesus has experienced our humanity and was about to experience the depth of human 
suffering on the cross, before his crucifixion, Jesus here prays that the depths of human despair be 
transformed by God into glory. Someone may think that to pray that hopelessness, misery and 
disillusionment may become reasons for glorifying God seems strange. But it seems as if this is what Jesus 
was praying about and maybe we could learn from this example. 
  
Whilst meditating on ‘John 17:1-11’ which was set out from Wednesday of last week. I find it very strange 
that in verse 9: Jesus is praying for believers; he is not praying for the world. This text worried me until I 
found ‘John 16:33’ in which Jesus urged his disciples or believers to have peace: adding that ‘in this world, 
you will have trouble. But take heart, I have overcome the world’. From this point, I cherish the words of 
Jesus on the cross: ‘It is Finished’ (John 19:20).  I value the words of St Paul, saying that: ‘at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, and on earth and under the earth (Philippians 2:10). Moreover, as 
a Methodist, I appreciate the faith demonstrated by John Wesley a founder of the Methodist Church whose 
heart felt ‘strangely warmed’ as he realised the salvation and love of God which took him away from sin 
and death. This event we celebrate at Aldersgate Sunday. His last words are widely reported to include: 
“The best of all is, God is with us”. 
  
Similar to the assurance that John Wesley had even on his death bed, we may be reassured from ‘The 
Prayer of Jesus’; that the joy of eternal life will come to all whom God has led to Jesus, and caused to 
believe in the name of Jesus. The need for hope and some positive news is clearly valued during the 
challenges we are going through because of COVID-19. Towards hope, the Psalmist wrote that weeping 



may last for a night but joy comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5). My prayer to God is and I suppose you may 
pray this song for yourself: Give me Joy in my heart, keep me praising, Keep me praising till the break of 
day. Amen. 
  
Finally, from today 27th to Wednesday 3rd June 2020 please read and meditate on ‘Acts 2:21’. May we 
acquire the benevolence of God in the sending of God’s Holy Spirit and may find that we all have a mission 
to speak about the Gospel of Christ to people far and near. The word for this is evangelism. What will this 
mean to you? 
  
Loving regards 
  
Sydney Samuel 

  
  
 


